
APPENDIX A 
Airport Planning 

 
This appendix contains airline and airport sponsor communications, FAA approval of the aviation 
forecasts as well as the most recent Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) for MMH and FAA Form 5280-1. 

This appendix contains copies of the following letters: 

 

From To Date 

Horizon Air Town of Mammoth Lakes 11/28/05 
Horizon Air Federal Aviation Administration 5/11/06 
Federal Aviation Administration Town of Mammoth Lakes 8/21/06 
Town of Mammoth Lakes Federal Aviation Administration 12/4/06 
Horizon Air Federal Aviation Administration 1/28/08 









MMH Aviation Forecast  
 2007-2022 

Revised May 1, 2006 
 
 

The Aviation Forecast predicts the numbers of enplanements for the proposed project.  
The forecast is built on the following assumptions: 
 
Flight Projection 
The nine year horizon illustrates that service will start with two flights per day from 
Los Angeles for the winter ski season only.     This is based on the letter of intent 
from Horizon Airline, and the willingness of the ski resort to guarantee service levels.  
The load factors in this model are based on historic traffic patterns from other 
mountain resorts such as Vail, Colorado; Steamboat Springs, Colorado; and Jackson 
Hole Wyoming.  The first year service forecast starts at 57% because it is expected to 
attract most users on peak days. However, marketing efforts and greater consumer 
awareness are expected to attract destination visitors and the enplanement forecast 
reflects an 85% load factor within three years.  The numbers of flights per day 
increases from two to eight as additional regional markets such as Las Vegas, 
Northern California, San Diego or an alternate Southern California market are added. 
Winter service is capped at eight flights per year based on the capacity of the terminal 
and other airport facilities.  Initial service will start during the daytime with one 
morning and one afternoon flight, and no aircraft will be scheduled to remain at the 
airport overnight.   
 
The summer service is assumed to start in the fifth year with two day time flights. 
The mix of airports is assumed to start with Los Angeles and expand to other markets 
similar to the winter service.   This will be unsubsidized service, and the lower 
number of flights reflects this and the demographics of summer visitors.  Flights will 
occur during the daytime in the morning and afternoon. 

 
Plane Capacity 
The initial service is to be provided by the Bombardier Q400 which has less than 
eighty passenger capacity.  To meet the increase forecast other planes may be used.  
The Town will provide a list of aircraft that meets the criteria for the described 
service. 
 
Number of Days 
The winter season is based on the high season for the ski resort.  The service reflects a 
mid-December start and early April finish. The summer season is based roughly on 
the months of July and August when visitation is at sufficient levels to warrant 
commercial air service.  
 
Airport Layout Plan (ALP) 
This is based on a revised ALP which shows use of existing facilities except for 
conversion of an existing maintenance building to a passenger terminal.  The 
Bombardier Q400 is the critical aircraft.  The ALP includes a request to a 
modification to standards for runway to taxiway centerline separation and taxiway 
centerline to fixed object (hangers). A deicing plan which conforms to regional water 
quality control standards will be provided as a separate document. 



 
Passenger Processing 
An existing maintenance building will be converted into a passenger terminal.  The 
terminal will meet all TSA requirements for passenger, baggage and safety.  The 
required restroom capacity will be calculated based on the aviation forecast and 
restrooms will meet all regional water quality control board standards.  
 
Alternate Airport 
Generally, if conditions do not permit operations at MMH, the aircraft will remain at 
its base airport.  If conditions evolve during flight which preclude landing at MMH, 
the aircraft will return to its base airport. 



MMH AVIATION FORECAST

Year Numer of Plane Number Load Projected Destination
Flights/Day Capacity of Days Factor Enplanements Airport

FY 2007-08
     Winter 2 80 112 57% 10,214 2 x LAX
FY 2008-09 3 x LAX
    Winter 4 80 112 65% 23,296 1 x SFO*
FY 2009/10 3 x LAX
    Winter 6 80 112 82% 44,083 2 x SFO*;  1 X LAS
FY 2010/11 3 x LAX; 2 x SFO*
     Winter 8 80 112 85% 60,928 2 x LAS; 1 x SAN**
FY 2011/12
     Summer 2 80 60 57% 5,472 2 x LAX
     Winter 8 80 112 85% 60,928 3 x LAX; 2 x SFO*
     Total 66,400 2 x LAS; 1 x SAN**
FY 2012/13
     Summer 2 80 60 65% 6,240 2 x LAX
     Winter 8 80 112 85% 60,928 3 x LAX; 2 x SFO*
     Total 67,168 2 x LAS; 1 x SAN**
Fy 2013/14
     Summer 2 80 60 65% 6,240 2 x LAX
     Winter 8 80 112 85% 60,928 3 x LAX; 2 x SFO*
     Total 67,168 2 x LAS; 1 x SAN**
FY 2014/15
     Summer 2 80 60 65% 6,240 2 x LAX
     Winter 8 80 112 85% 60,928 3 x LAX; 2 x SFO*
     Total 67,168 2 x LAS; 1 x SAN**
FY 2015/16
     Summer 2 80 60 65% 6,240 2 x LAX
     Winter 8 80 112 85% 60,928 3 x LAX; 2 x SFO*
     Total 67,168 2 x LAS; 1 x SAN**

* SFO or an alternative Northern California airport
**SAN or an alternative Southern California airport













January 28,2008 

Chuck Cox 
Regional Environmental Technical Specialist 
Northwest l'vlountain Region 
Flight Standards Division 
1601 Lind Avenue, SW 
Renton, WA 98055 

RE: Horizon Air proposed scheduled service to Mammoth Yosemite Airport 

Dear Mr. Cox, 

This letter is in response to a request by 'the FAA to confirm Horizon Air's desire 
to provide scheduled passenger service from KLAX to KMNIH. Our airline's intent 
is to serve the KMMH airport and not KBIH. 

Additionally, Horizon Air acknowledges the weather conditions at KMMH 
sometimes presents operational challenges such as reduced ceiling, visibility and 
crosswind. Sirice 1981, Horizon Air has provided scheduled air service to 
communities in mountainous and otherwise challenging areas throughout the 
northwesf United States a,nd Canada. A quick look at ol.lr route map will show 
that MMH istypical of the airports we serve. 

Please contact our Manager of Flight Operations Technical, Captain Perry 
Solmonson at 503-384-4274 if you have any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Horizon Air 
Director of Flight Operations 

Cc: 
Camille Garibaldi 
E.nviro?~~ent.al Protection.Specialist . . 
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